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PREFACE

In this study unit we deal with the relationship between
people as it is expressed in Jewish Thought in general,
and in the Midrashim of our Sages in particular.

The spiritual world of Judaism recognizes two kinds of
Mitzvot: Mitzvot “bein adam le havero,” and Mitzvot “bein
adam la makom”. The two sets of Mitzvot do not come at
the expense of one another, but rather are dependent on
each other.

The problems raised in this unit are existential and
universal and have surely troubled students even before
they are introduced to the Jewish Texts. We hope that
students of this unit will come to see how Jewish sources
can serve, in our modern age, as a basis and guide in the
search for significant life values.




“A Disciple’s Question”

It is related that a certain disciple came before Rabbi
Joshua and asked him:

“Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or optional?”
He replied: “It is optional.”
He [the disciple] then presented himself before Rabban
Gamaliel and asked him:

“Is the evening Tefillah compulsory or optional?”
He [Rabban Gamalie!] replied:
"It is compulsory.”
“But,” he [the disciple] said,

“did not Rabbi Joshua tell me that it is ephonal?”
He [Rabban Gamalie]] said:

“Wait till the champions [great scholars] enter the Beit
Midrash.”
When the champions came in, someone rose and inquired:

“Is the evening Tefillah compuisory or optional?”
Rabban Gamaliel replied:

“It is compulsory.”
Said Rabban Gamaliel to the Sages:

“Is there anyone who disputes this?”
Rabbi Joshua replied: “No.”
He [Rabban Gamaliel] said:

“Did they not report you as saying it is optional?”
He then continued:

“Joshua, stand up and let them testify against you.”
R. Joshua stood up and said:

“Were | alive and he [the witness] dead,

the living could contradict the dead.

But now, when he is alive and |1 am alive,

how can the living contradict the living?”
Rabban Gamaliel remained sitting and expounding

and Rabbi Joshua remained standing,

until all the people there began to shout

and say to Huzpit the turgeman




[the ‘interpreter’ who expounded the ideas of the
teachers to the public}: “Stoo!”
And he stopped.
Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Berakhot page 27b




Rabbinic Enactments
Regarding Respect for One’s
Fellow Man

1. Dances on The 15th of Av

“On these days [i.e., Yom Kippur and the 15th of Av],
the daughters of Jerusalem used to go forth in white
raiments;

and these were borrowed, so that none be abashed
which had them not.”

[Regarding this} Our Rabbis have taught:
The daughter of the king borrows [the garments]
from the daughter of the High Priest;
The daughter of the High Priest —
from the daughter of the deputy High Priest;
And the daughter of the deputy High Priest —
from the daughter of the Anointed for Battle
[the priest anointed as Chaplain of the Army in times of

warl, -
And the daughter of the Anointed for Battle —
from the daughter of an ordinary priest;
And all Israel borrow from one another,
So as not to shame anyone who has not [white garments].

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Taanit Page 3la
2. How to Bring the First Fruits

Beforetimes,
All who could recite [the prescribed words during the
ceremony of the bringing of the first fruits] — recited them,
And all who could not recite them — repeated the words
[after the priest].
But when these refrained [out of shame]

from bringing [their first fruits],
It was ordained

that both they that could recite them

and they that could not

should repeat the words [after the priest].

Mishna, Tractate Bikkurim, chapter 3 mishna 7




3. How to Hold Mourning Customs

Our Rabbis taught:
Formerly
they were wont to convey
[victuals] to the house of mourning,
The rich in silver and gold baskets
And the poor in osier baskets of peeled willow twigs.
And the poor felt shamed;
Therefore, they instituted
that all should convey [victuals]
in osier baskets of peeled willow twigs,
out of deference to the poor.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Mo’ed Katan page 27a




-2 -l iakicd-
R B IER I 2 L ]
ATA R PER ow AN
B T
par 3 0 puan g
3.0

e Mg e on
3 vp MR RT3
R T2

a ) rivos (way) e

o'
TR
XYY YR S
ny Uvpag v
QY PPTIEY YANY M
TIZEY R 0TNe AR
ABNYS IR

[~ -ald

TRININSA RPRA Y
TR Aashn RUETID Y
[RCIIE S AP T 1 I
e uTNNLY WY FW
woyrien yRm 1Y
EATEE CNE - B -t Rl n
Y Y3 0y paeaY
K2R OYTY S5R3 31 AN
mM D3T3 RhoY MR
TUAT DRRTEBRA 0V
iz T2 B> L0 B o)
mERIn N P awean
W PEE R A
Sney

I oI uR PR
NANY R vO¥ gaon
DMWE PO PO 1
A0 g

Trn noRw
279 12 17 Ni272 N29n L2733 TN

W pag tnon nhon

Iy . mana

frdy wag Gmion Tyl AT TINY TX3 O7BOA nYENE WD WO kY 110 s T ea 2obes ot ph ot OUPHND ©IDD - poviy Y
KOX D oM A3T I9F3 RIT PEN DT 33 apmEr v vhona M 1 RN oy P b 0l W o px pam
°0 5P V> ATIK ADYW 1T A0 Ya3% XDt paKm KM (K3 dwed]  EP DENID ph 0 ppim SHim 137 90d mp 20 ~— mvma
et T W (M Awys N} AN FIBA TID YOV MIENY B3 PY M T Swa PR3 DORT M - gphwk (0L Ty bty pa
A3 PR M A PR ADYR ORY S anbr muen oy prom

Arona e orgowt 1 vAe KR o RN 737 my "HV‘)R "3 IR COR "I MR BT Ppm db bne v b
awaw Mw WEm aven  anw . . PIOY AT OTMEIY OV TIn
w3 Svnn ERE ‘;xsmw* oy b‘;ann A TRY ¥ a0 mR T

%3 0y R‘?W ROR D .I'!DW 37v3 nay '?2? o

B0 M3 -— prix s avem
lome anj Ky avRe Aol 3 ath oty Ay oY oo T o
52 0 W R T PN SRUDY 37 K9] ) TRY TY3 KR A ajpp [ e
wraar e o] 0 b1 Sn N P y . ; .
) WINAT NI NPT A TeE B R‘?? ﬂla v ‘3‘!: “be Rl K?R :“,E' v ‘:13 — amagn an T00 00 D in
tfuem mew] IRty (v Naga N3y CRYIn YY R9R MO DAY 30w nay '?9 3 MO amb I
e o AYHR 53 avwn nben vET TR YR FOOEE owmow e SO Y 2t O — o nors
AWK KRS U™ D B X3 M n"I:j — 3k mSE M Yy 3 BN
{posw B3 s aoee oo R " " S— Y oy Eou Andn
} | -_,'7 Re ORD LUVD -.,‘; R 33 n‘;gn Shder pr oo pou P
®21 ¢ Mm@ 1w nYene 1 P 1 ] b 1 I - 15 pasEn
nmos Sxmw  Dwd ama N ~m~‘; wb“y A ~‘;:m V3 "R ND*L)‘X 1'83R b S3cs

127 smend won YN T UYIe

aan Aty popne oo e VAR 1‘7 TR CRD x‘m n‘rbﬂ ‘7: 273 non
e VAR 1= n‘;an :2RMY I AT 37 DT NG DMWY DDA T IRRD
wIKORRYLEMTIERY WBIBAN P W

A3 3o KA n??a AR MR .MET i yoint "3 A0 IR ‘7;;“7;9; 21

N3 onYen BR KT 1

4 8 gitn Mty B b=y n?fpg SR ORI AN TG 13T

nwnng Bl AN w0 met

a3 oo o3 a3 mpnw | NPOR 1% WX WYY 137 07 RIT 0N TRYNI AEYRe (P37 AD -
o e o | nhon A bR Srevnd 137 DY KD D A MR 3NN K Mo Py
e mavg rvene anows ¥ 200 | inyg Yy DR YUAT 31 a‘:-n 1% it .20 2% I nin iR namh W

vTen 1Y ro*-m 2v3 m::w Y mr*u *i‘; WK

TIM 13 PENDT K RN IR BPK frmeees
AN KTUI SHmS 127 o ooy
AW Aepw SR8 137 1Y WRe
My e By Ik TR AW
Mehes 137 ¥ IR FRNT 1 1Mad U
WY W hEa rekn
“apy ewana cwa) povin vSea
oBMmY oA EMINT adny W
I nab famn v arenhns
RS RWNI I Y ek my
ey TobnY M @Bt 100xn)
131 T wN ab wmymy u adxy
139 oY wmx aan o hevm
gwm v oy owdnh Svhm

ooy e v tama phnw W 23] 'T?JD '1&7 'mx ba
" g N1 PUAS TTE yERT 4

X9 K037 1133 017G X5 T1EN PRI *mpu 3.-:“; tr?u ;zm 1*w:sm RR . -uzx m R .AIY 1% 377 Agyna
on WDWINAY wy ik A e T b gl XYY IRIPY *:n‘? Amph s ep SY3 i ~:n‘:

xons ynad 31 oetm 1t ok

¥ Mok pmen xvm v oaee RV WY RN 020 XAT NY 12 mz‘;x 277 AMpil KPR ;mar mt
FOUI Y 0K NPT 603y penw - vy n P “

m Ty 72 TFm 1510 by e R w1~ Ty /) ,n*‘7 pon A ‘7 Tpn K7 — 030 ’in x'm;‘; TRy
s hy1 Mz e v Sy g NI3R DADT Y R - x‘w‘a STRY RITY LAYDY DI RN AN 0 ,*:'7 *m‘;m

o Lron] K TR Ko DK IRDTPD T ~1'r‘a-x IR% KM Y VoK) Nk b TW XD &)
;Y DR D3T3 T‘mm ‘m( ST TrND T‘m'm ey .m‘?

TORD VERY ADPU0 12 KT mrd N1
W3 W — on R¥H ok
Tnyow DA P T DA N LDNT 3PT M exa3 Yhna 127 M3 0y Ok 1or mnad W3 N Sy 1onm nk ohnond onn
PAE DTSN OOBOAN LPYRIRT YP Y2 YIND MIMNEATE WY Y 02 I IAF OB AT YT MY W 070 M3 e L n3wh Wedni 11 1% s kY
PN IKY N0 131 1131 Ak DIIAY PR BT IMIBY : TAMIDT DBIINY TIDRY O¥3 92 10IM Sk 131 Sy Mw mmimnt et
sannn pu
eI K3 1YY e Dptgl TR TRRDXR MITa w1 miuy) DY LI T3 P vk Miwswnan nhat ™
DUYT PO YY TYY Y ILRWY I B¥RI W3 AN MY ) SR wdRDI IT ATYNI DYTIIIY PRI Y SO uwlen by ovnesd o wnow
DIV YN [ewad wwmn it ] 1IAYD RN LIS SRY DY 13 01 (R2)OITTES ) BN GNwY angt by omiand Tisyta pnnnaw by
SX0m 137 8K DTYRYR 1HI3 VIO RN NTYD DEY — POUD Y AR TZ¥ 0K [wwmd .y vour ‘o oar] Y opl Ikn avken siynag s
WOMFT 21 PYY ATEPIT TE [I0UDE 131 MR @up K0R] 1P pOIP RKAYYT KDY 1 DK THRAd A0 oK) LIP3 10 9Y N 131 13T
TIESR T MK W02 THED KSH NS PRBEDD KIPE ST 192 L00F oMY IDT [M3E MU LAY 15 a7 UR] MIEN M3 Y ST oown v
KYT UFY YPOF KM 7T KT 400 KW Y emYys 9 W ME BA3 e kY DR NS DYIMA M 1AR oURTIRE SPMY I
SIODY TS P KT — TDY XM arep T b aInd weany heetel 137 95v e (17 pme 7 aoet twe] a9 pI0n D YOPD NT - BN
1 PEODT DI IV {110 DT VI A AK ST WD LI 1033 AR DREM FIpead o 17 @0 onw] nbpY Y1 K31 MK Mo b
IAT D @D A MO 12 @e] Y EOIY va kB HIIR AWT S KT — KTYD DY R mansd oD% ih mzva mywin oagh
PR TOORY PR 1 oa% WE {19300 KT HAE UKD 12 T 137 A0 W3] 1 RADMS T NTYT 9% Y kv Y I ane L
ahYN em [INUN DY PERAT 134] SIVITI TR SIR [0 e 60 poene Tae) A3

[ R4
WO AK CHK DITPY ION MO AYOR 2 (SN A2900 93 R Mbd Aoap AT BT DI AT AT OPRMT Y MBN EY 3 VVIDD 9t r‘ YD YyA gy e
BYES3 09D AT S0 VY RTINE AYEN PR GEYE 33 QMY RID0 s 13 ARTRTADY DYAINDA DR VWP NUSAAT 0FY AT as b
BE B I L P
TIOTI EIWN MEYDE 13T NI FPET N NSTI ASYY BP0 i M RINF AR

SONE Rrean ann
CaP 0% VK WB A XTR 20D 1N 308 eR  tany)

Ho-


http:1)1",ll.lH
http:f"Il'Jt.Jl
http:il'l'.ln

8b

2300 7939 by 7PrRwh Y7 nipn
23 1703 DPPM LN
TIYR T PR YR NP TN TR, MWR

X t—N N1'IUD n*iyn Ho32
(ARl
R VI TTED N TRYD IS0 M3 DRI Avhys
:uﬁsgv; N2'WIN N3N A0M3 ANy - o3 oY
027 0721 PiTHYRI NN
_m:n SRR, DRI IATNR IR’ Ry m‘? miTRYRI ]'115;\
= 20p mx‘vw 1390 %0 ) ;"r;g‘_; "127p7DR OO7R
O°Y DTN OPR™IT WRNT 1733 DY TRiY iR xam
Q20N 2 TRV TR MU IR 72 H¥ NINRYR YN
m‘m‘: YU A1 Y] a*‘;mw*bm a*w‘ww r.mn‘zv
glalvich mm:wi PR ,a‘vww‘v oiv 1“1'74 phk
IPYRID ARER3 PRYP) rms:‘; roa:m:
1Y 0P ,aws on '1&7:11& TIUDR Y7 IRYRT TR
7130 "en ,n;v_j W Twm T ) Unn ob 'n_:}

0127 K¢ WDIaR Py M 283 AywUna .53 s
Y -m:x 1'1:‘731 ,n*wm ‘13‘\?}&13 nan :nm ywx‘v
AP TEYED 3K 028 TV

;0329117207 MORA2INI N7 aRANYYN YT naY 1
¥ 283 wwh 27V .NIWT 933 "R TIND *ef*an:n
13 AR X9 *ﬁv: ‘z:x* N r‘rmn W o P
n::_z;:; 2mmn 'r;'mj 37 . IR '7x~’7733 13 Tvnv
‘ 020 1’7 17 x‘n haleih

nn ,nx'n TrY R RE 03 mw:;m ™ *lm n'*m:m
STNBYRI TTY 10 ME3 TV DD R 1‘7 713 nR e
£ $2700D R T IRTER DN D20 0 Ry av o

X1 12) /TRYR BTWEI 0T T, T80 ﬂ‘z'w




Sann 7923 Yy Y7 vmRn nwitw
MYHYR 7T K
27y 13 A7 NIO12 NJvR "33 TN

nana eman

thy e — WY AT K 5y K2

FDOWONLPETUT IS ST 030

TR omaRn IR SIIp
Aepn nas

vl

5

or FIEN (A01° Y Fw T W A

P 30T KRI9Y KX RN OAN KR 3T K
37T ANET CMUKY TIX KYD KK D MW?
TPIDT M ROR R7 KRUL CRD (3D My AP
SPD MR RPER K CRIY OO0 AT A MR
1% 730 XY 11D MR IDODRY YT NOYY RY ROK
19 MOR« (KNI 37 KT IRPA 371 KD W
hblellah nbs:n 2500 07ip 019D Divew mxb
[leileki xm‘as "1535 wnb Y IR Y MR-
n2p x‘n oy K- 'wn‘n PR Dive?Y Tl
oy mx‘? % 0% ;i 12 MR m‘a ) 15
.1‘3;; anR \x‘g LD MR- 1TNINA n‘g;r)‘? m‘ggr;
3732 K2 RNDPI MD ITN0 N3YD (XIR V2T MR
SRR - 8B 2025717 13 YR 020 RYT R
2272 YOWT N2 R - *1‘7 12 Yo 3D
nivpy mx‘; 1‘; 08 ,nn:nn nyon w1 v

Snma n?m; 270y oip mb?

s
2o

HOTORDYLATIXA

in9T03 Yhonn

“akieh _ LTI e B - 3515 B Iy I M - B
MBUIR CA? MR W 1H:>n‘; oipn an % PR AEP 1‘79n e

SPRNOY MU DU RIS T 98 A%R0 13T v x‘?m ‘7‘7ann ph
R RPTCDTR T PIRTR PR T MR NMID MDD 1T NN XM
R a s W by e B k) n:s‘:»': RERER T x‘n ST ‘?9 a%pn a1
Bohy gl tey, n);n w:n: i awy x‘n XD Y ‘m x‘m Y Rnp
YTn 2 Cavtn p?g oy ‘jbg i ng;? TR ATIR TWIR YW N
o*av IR DRSUR o) 02D CIRY LhUp C2UTR PN Da? R
7Y R - 270y om PRy I D3 r:m:'r‘? DR agn DI STRN **m'w
a7 Y DR am }*'\ WY n‘b:pn o n*‘mv o 9w b:vm

iy '\x:‘? o°%7 O KR3Aa o%ivn
Aran H% MR LAMpa% TTRYR oD SNYPR 27 A I3 un b
T3 PN 037 ORR RID c‘m-: “n'v 193 720 o0 pinik WInY
DONYDY 030 CTRIN DN U3 DD NI R 02793 W 00730
RIT DWW “r:b LI 32 Yavm ooy ok h wb wa - ~‘359m
‘rrm QR RTT 2 Apa7 vTRSD 031 ORI 13 et an 1bnw:a
ANR AR 0R LpEN] UUD TR ThY bmrp‘ R v-mbn R m:s:‘?
Re oy iR ravoin v on w3 q?z_; MBY AR COnY MR g

plaiivaBalpladel

A3 YE NIM NPAA OWA B DK MK IR nn Yy Ren
®1 A7 @A ATH 1] RO 2T KPIEY RO KDY Y 0T 31 aan
31 AP SNIKY MK XTI ’OK D INRY L[a0r 31 1w N3w DuI
YA NN LIOTK 3T T 19N Y]

Ay re
b

o
9103 KT 2T MG ATRY 1T
T2 MY TR XP ey 0ok
KDFD KRR e 13 vy e
X1 a0 ;iwn) XPIDY b KNK KD
M d My T [AwnT2 e K3
31 aae] KIYED KO R o
WK LAY wex v w2y owaun
¥ 0] ORKI D NnFb KY
TR I WY P [RE3 YT hned
o0 ] KINT 371 R o a5 3o kY
1 Y K .‘):!PP.\ PRl IR L A
DLW OIRY HOK ww  [wna
nven e omp MY
S0 A% PR Ik R0 PesIEn
SPMI PBOIBT  XMBYE IR
R aal oept vpn mwpt
CJHPI TEBID NYTaA MAnYy Ty
¥ ok L[Sy oad s oo
PAY T I N0 MK PR
inyon oYY DIt YRED  ponw
WY v W K rMIY nvend
5 5 s ¥ n] AhY K
TPE D RIR Y WL fu nodn
Ty EpE O P Dl P
Yhenny  oTpRY 1Y ek IR
SR 2T DI KYW OB YY AR Lirin?
DWW YT I CHeW oYn Yim
mb D KW CoRsosy K3 Ky AR
X% WA 31 Ay [anA k] KNDYN
NOY SR MOWE WY 13 gEur Mg
TIWA I RIID Msd e en
ALy anee ] KT KD
B8N 33 eI M b (o
MOK D IBT PP Nov poow
Shone p1p MY mype SRS
s b P

v Aty aoul hadnt

KNI 7D WI0B AP Atena
WMONITI PoEnaY i rd NI A
nse  MKPI PTma nay
D oimk vkves D non
My e et avonh bpn
ayon ey Pt LN apn vvind
MY NEa ATH IO AN Y
O KT SYonn W nomsw cal
oma a3 v by abph
BIFWPHA B3 IR N IR

-omna

XI5 MO SUOAD KATIN Kl
AN 1WBA3 M 2 Se
poB3 VPR 31 T ow Yrono
a3 e ey AT Yy asda
DK W BP0 IR 0 T
oIw ovwgy azhn b i
KDY K KDL SR WY KPP Laeeon
KT TN KT T NOKT NN AR
KT D1 YATE I3 LA0RID Yvan Yer

-

MO TR~ ‘;jpix o ,U'?;W oy2 102? - "23'7 o¥ia DRW JIEPT N s on wwern ok e
. - dpan '-., Sima a1 ; D T SUE ST (U Y 0 g 1mY TYMN N3 VYD KT HYn

o] "13'13 1707 N NI A%y b AT TR - IR D{Q‘,D‘?WA ‘ng R oom] T ITTD K
1R R XoD 7mw PEOYY AR N 127D DY AR~ [inp MU eemes mama awea wawra
B8 Mg AMEIDE B YF oA

o ’3; Y91 ohipYy D) N KD KW T3 TVIRN OO0 DD meer e e men
SIYBH ORY 079 O IR ~ TMoIR oXY 01y ovd foyd ~ *YY oyin ORG oW mws v by s
ot T M . . T N - T v TV m® ot Sw il ww

LT LR shayh
PepeatA W3 PR v abTS Orw DI N RDUI IRUT NS NP OESD @5 0T 30T phn notedz ROm b Yy 1K -4

TEIW DIOTIN RIID
AN I B b IS 1
AU et AR
ERR -
TP N
T TN S
T

oo et e KT NS 0D 82T T e pumn

no

o s vak] ovn

TIT WM AR
mp PRI BdT ovan PhR TTENA XU a3 a0 SRR mouns AT Y oPn nera
T

it ey

PR WY Cume wroy b

THE EARTPEI TF W30 iR U PR VAW UKD puwsy MRS U B3 o' AWIPRI ITWY 1D DDUL nK
DeTEin W Tk .M3D PRI BN AXNEY 493D Rbn 10101 abned wpr 13 1At van

oy YT ovp 1ena bow Rt PIna

— ENMF WY TUFY WMNIDT TR YR PR OMOREF KVI@ 0T I 108 AR 2K I aRTY 5t PY MR PRY AV 3T RTm
£ SOIKOWY TRKD 10T YD Y P I0% AR st mE@ihas otk N2 @3 13 70 Yy R MM KU sty K oon
CIPAT T A 1‘11 A'0I0N ANLBR YK MIYIET 03N P DIK Y3 NS KX BF KV QY R 0TEE &Y M PR ocptmm ahy


http:1'1'111111.10
http:D'''j;:;1t.Il
http:ll'':1).NW
http:D':l'?l1.lW

1207 1133 Sy P vmrn awibw
MOR 9T X
27y N3 97 11373 N0k %33 T

T AN

MYIR M Anw?

AR PTRYR W)

:1% 1K

011 niniR A ,Nav”
".X3T D7 0% 112 72
;077 R

r

“103"130 11393 M

N7 13 X3 — (RPN 13) MhR
121 20 YRR AR WnT PRI

ORI I IOV

1972 99773 V211 3w ywine M RN
T2 2win pipn .nad 12N ey
2177 NY1Y Y121 X1 YRIVID pR
3% ®02 11 2T L nipitnna

VTR DRYYY? WD M7 Y PRI P
oy .;pab ®ian I nx wah vam
RPRY M A1 vrRhn




9203 7922 SY 57 e nwibw

B3 PID INMON

(7503 75 3v3m 7an 133 )

AR T¥M 08 PR3 33 M5 by on
Swrn 85 it Ao nr o Sw Kow
or #bw k¥ or Lran Svone
$0737 vnR wrA &5 AR 137 TR
®3w K3 Awys OWI5 M3 S

(o)W O proa (0ot S5 opand
551 () 13 8 1w por1 S (o]
oy J[owwb wl Ore x5 o b
(2 o qnbee a5 awm geyny 25 nne
upn 'R (2 9ma ya SR cnmow SR
St vagp mon Sen o e bw Aot s
M en ' nore Sy mdrw
®OR 1am 3 Py 1w Sy Aow xo
T A3n "SuB 79B7 W3 DT %N W
2o by (o (a3 55 by wy nweon)
25 om oy x5 SR .k ndee 5
pont Smna jorw o 0w 0b o by
(>R8] 5 o Sr 0w Sha o w o
95 3w mppns 1S nney 18y (0 ke
vin Sk cpnow Sk pndre ok SR
gvb33 S orwn mm en b'w
S (2 2525 e a3 S oo
jppoapRw dEn Sk nbrw b Oxe
Qo pn Sy O S ve Sm o noy
R Yo AR (o 1 A 33 Sen
AOTPT PRI MR NIMN ARZAY R
5w jory 13e5 obbun pos prem
L0 b5 e 93 Seroorronbas
Ty 85 SR nmk nbre P v b

1:~o5 WRT AR MPYRYD 0PI R

IN3 Y377 MK

YRR 77 T Y A
170 P72 ,101 °277 NIAR

W PID R KDV 60

whe s ows 7hy 230 an M v
MM MID AR RN DIR KT IO IO AR AW DwSw
& 120 5y p1ow e men oW prw oo
10 Sw mas Sp p o wwvd 5w Mo o

73 TOWS TOP 21307131 I3 P MK 127
S umn 55 nt odom ®1Y e oS S o o
: M M way g owe

5515 vy wrw wbo e DS M KN S\
;P Row [10p W Oy o

w3 meys moxip 557 S wminy v ap
T RD PIWI T AR ART TN OYY DIR 3
Ton . mke Ik S S50 ni wapn e 53 row
AN KDY AWM DY PN A3R W DT AW .0 IR
50120 50 1om ok nbwa Sy S nemias (v e
ns5n SR o ank o 3 YR kb ke qopns
oy an o8 e mew Yr Swwb o oak (0w
33 S0 pa prw sen 0 Y'r .monin omon So
oIy ey oTry Sy pmm armtem mmm mwe
a5 5y 15 row wm pnk Aye prom 57 .menn
anR o 3 SR e gepny SHOnjon S50 pon mm
uon S ok Sx Swwd ke nobn Sy
pawr onw uen S nam ovpiek Sw orba m
ovban 1>eb w3 ovsbnon o ov 5331 oy vxa by
wr 75T Sy mew WM ANk Ay pasm o7 .MM
T Ang o S ke qppny 551 p>a 55 o
Aevny ok 5 Swewb P ok a5 bk bwed
¢ pywnoRe PORTEAMR D SR 05 2om
ANR Mo gM3 arw vn SR Srwers jawd v Se
33 5% ok ovbad Sw ook o wen b o
“buws mnpe avn ow pre e ndre b b
o 985 (0 mnewn oAy pia ok Mo o

mb1p 950 Huwd mnpe avn e (ko Sak morm

Mo P38 1 5p Taknw 551w w1 SR am no pak den amar Sk e pbabio e

35 pmpn

owpnE 1 uwnh Sonp wrwa roa Py Sax
293p 995 p (. Trebn a3 " nown KoY NS
i ok Sex s (> Shn Ak e (o
BOD TR K9 MIAT TP PRDm TP o (0
LAY PO M I oK powon Sax 3%y
oD TOR I3 K33 00 1D (7 D Py
Savey S > wen Ao SYp on Sen
AwYD ' ' AT DR X002 (3NN Pa) mpz&x
mox e nbuo nen Yo onn kovam M
e v s Gt b vb ndp (e
b mbon mman (n S5m0 o 0 b Sy pon
% g phaw Y% pnn oma oM ovon b
2305 3pm 03 (M ey S mdon smooim
P Suaea (0 gophim ohbo anss (@
Soan s @b g3 amoa knd ovabum 9y 9eh

s epr 5k S5m e om

Rub A

13 Maay oren wran weoy 5% i Shon oaw b omant w
ey novan whe a0k D onn ko st 0 e A
D VI DpnY 0NN 0O a1 owpa Skwe wros P
nowpn 1w K3y 53 shwn pwon P (3 .2 B N kP! 3%
SPUCT A3 POp ION TYAN PBE N WP IMST MK 10 B3
RO TP an k(7,0 mpn A Ox fn kY DK ow
HY Y PTIA0 J PNV Mk opbn At poen 1 ek
Ssxnt nhww Yoian Y 0MED3 ANR{R LD AT waR
57w opd paw 05 Do OMIBE: KD HOTIR DY
IO (1 A SRR UBDY MM AD 93T03 N3 PR kM33 (0
DMED3 YDIAT KON M D (M ATONYT RN KD Den Ty o
'y (®.31 oray vr Oy Ny nwo am oy bw omaw by
AP M BEDY 3 1D DM I3 o N3 Ky Kb now
man (ams oy e oore o oahao e mand g
KOG KA3) DR DYIDE3T 1) M AIKD PN I PIKD M BMIBOD KD

&F


http:O';,l~'.10
http:OI~J~.lO
http:C;;J~.lO

8f

9307 T3 Yy 97 mrn nwihw

B> pIp 3 RND1 thaanT Mo

195w 75y 2an Tran s )
MM MEN DR LAY 133 N33 Y on W
S b nit nr e pr ok b kdw
wie w52 k¥ ok . 7n Swonwe
PO Y IR RN RO ANRAR 137 TR
KW TnRa Moy OW3YS M3 10 Sx
qerme) Ty b pron (e S5 pysnb
S5 (r3) jr3 m o port S (e
oy Lweb ol ahwe Sk b m
£ b 5 3w ApPRI a5 nAD)
upo S ma v Ye cnow e
5w owp mon Sen ik o be nar o
onw es Yk nbee abmy bk
kb8 an 19 P v by Rowe ke
TR A0 Abus AP T A>T ¥t W
v i O ez 53 by oy nwewo)
nb hm sop b O'r e nbre
pent b o > e 5 o nby
[>w} 5 m b 00 bhn ea v e
{15 3w qEpn [1S) nne oy (e
s Sk orow e qnbie ok Sk
prba3 bw orwmt m oo e o
St e @babun o 033 Y oo
s pae 0o Y b abr bee
R P by @ 5une v S5a moy
e pbr e (e w nrw cn Sen
ADPA PRI MR QAN ARPY K
S pargoeh ohbun e jrems
S b5 w aye 3 Senoormenbas
Ty oS e hee 1w I

Ty

GIVIOR IR Y A

s xy
»

V'O P12 ,103 *377 MAR

W PID R XAOM 60

oy - - (s )
ok men 5 A ot kDT ke oS 15 o
: (Ve 3 W ik e

Shns vy ke Tobs 1w DWIS B 8N Sy
1P rows piop o i o

w3 neys morjptn Y50 5o My e
AT IIRG PIIRD M AR M DR IO P DN 23
Pon . me paak S S50 e eapn o 5o rowe
A KDY DN 0P N NIW 2T DT DR T
Somyn bha o wok nbwn by ' nopves (0 e
nson o e ane o 3 S RS ke ey
oTIY o Mes Yok e Sweb pa ook 0w
23783 S0 3 prvw ee 0 S'r momn ooen Sw
orry JPed orry Sy jme Arem mvm pe:
nbn Sp b noe wm ank Ay oo 150 Jmenn
nn o 3 5 v meyns Sonpon e g o
s R ok Sn Swved ok pshn beapw
rawr o os Sx .mam opiok S orbn

b1 90 oo obvion om or Y33 o) *pEs
ok n57n Sy now wm mnk ayw pram THn mam
T ank oo Sroaam qeens Sha A Yoo
qern e S Swwb ook asdn b Sweb
¢ orpoorws PORTRANR M Y b dem
AR MY TAE W TR SR S oy v Sk
u3 br o ovbas Sw orora o en b pe
vhuws nnpo mn ow prw e nbre nbra nobn

DRt 1305 (1 newn 0113y PR3 AR MY

1285 o1 i mowews norya e mbae 5 abuws mnpe nvn wre e Sak pone
Mo P v by Takne 5o wv s Y'e o s paie ame anak S (e phibap frwea

215 nwn

crawpne 1 whh Sk s ke 3oy e
a0p b p (. 7eebn s w ey on
Sdre moee St (2 .%n e e (o
HOr EISn KR MNP NP PASM M mza (0
DIPI PB MIW IR OR Spien e 2%y
POED JOR IR KOI3 M 13 (T e Pys
Sewr 3 w3 TRER PO YD O Sen
nEPs 29 e A e wan (30 o) mpabe
ras 1w nduo nwn el ben koTam nw
e s nnoa (e LAt eerh 1% nbo e pw
S mbsn meza (e Shn o o nbw Sy pos
% @ nhee Y onn ov3 wm ooon P oo
b dpm nmay (o vey S mbon oo
w Sunmes (5 .oph i obihie nme (o
Seameaa wb 2 wh obabun ap et

$ropr 5k Sm 0 e

xb nywn

M2 Masp DD e vesy Y% rny S5en ook o omam
By mnge e KOk o vonn w52 v I M am
™ T3 T oDy BRI PO O mena Sose prma y
nopo 1 K3 52 b oewn vy (2 3 B e Kkapom 39
STWOITEN A3 TYY 3N TN P02 TP DY A M3 TR 1 b3
now T I (T NS DIPD A ok ke oo ow
K'Y A PIFVD P PWIYI NN Ephn np yown [ owo
Saxnr rba Fmnn sy DUDDD MOR(R LOW TTE )Y AR un
S3%n e opb oxe 6b e ovbO: b KowEY DY
10 {1 PP BT 0D M AINS D by prie emaa @
DL NS KA R (N SO amaa vl g 1y o
(s .5 oroy v by no nnoSwa am oy bee orawe Oy
NI PN PN 3'P YD OYY YN mhvw W3 ay K9 row
nAnn 007 e end oo ann 090 o b e
.Rﬂ's K0T DO OO0 LA T MIND T IRD 7T DYIBDD KD



http:i1::1l'-.1C

Sanin 7922 Sy 57 prn nwibw

WIY 13 19T .2

3 MW T P19 NMAR N2en PR 70 ,mwn
Y ,0IR 531 TRi%D 100 WIPK WK Xoi 13

A% DR w27 17931 PR '*n"):m "RnT ‘7::73' x ,op

o 3 =z .

Joe Y 75%n in N3 SUm i DB T i’ --mmw
;’Zﬁi‘,ﬂ PORN "3 DD YUY MR PN mnwd 17Ty PR
D7 — 77 2iv).ma n‘mu TR . 1'7 200 UK

wow =737 1VIRIT DI DY TAMT 1TI ALK X3
'1‘77* yy 732X "1

"?W '7’3?}? I ??‘3 ”'1421 "'12"9 3"'!.1’3 "12"?‘? ""'3-?2?

MPRY N 250 171 TR TR : MIN 122 PR OB
DY DY 220 22 12K Xpina 12 i 37 .17 vy
ba'm:z T IR N IR *a‘;:: AN YD ﬂna:

Balh)
noPPpon %Y N By it ik 13 Yryny: "39

ATWA MR M AN Y ow el new — 1PYNAa Nnwn || e o
Y22 | opwn on? uomwon Y Inn YR WY BRI (/2 YwD) mRIw Py
YITpAa 13115 — TR 7220 2 || awynab wpan kyy — YIRD D PO
BN 133 7310 XM KA NN

3 — MDD (x 23 abynY o) N AR A0 MR pOR3 — mmrm:
X anen Y2 A9 — ‘121 MXN MED DWW [} .k angn ans R3vn
D73Y MY MY RN M3y YT oawnyy AR anin oy

3 ymn P TR My — 91 %00 AN YR || om owy — DR Pab
Y2w — DB 17 PRY || 2% Pz avanwe Lnbxa nyw — AYW Y2 PRY ||

a3 pwpni

173y 7173Y 1201 MR MmN

X
N

8e



"amm Ti93 By Y7 s nwidbw
MPYHR IR MY 8

V'O P19 103 "377 NiaK

D

993 T7¥ 130 10 T3 W
273D —

;7923 Ny IRTIY DwIW TR

JI93n 7922 DR AR OIR R P

¥ DX PRY W

7923 Yy 31 0w xW

73 O R 72

930 Yw 1933 Yy y1 ow xeyinh xhw




Three Rabbinic
Sayings Regarding
Respect for One’s Fellow Man

1. The Words of Rabbi Eliezer

When Rabbi Eliezer fell ill,
his disciples went in to visit him.
They said to him:
“Master, teach us the paths of life
s0 we may go through them
and win the life of the future world.”
He said to them:
“Be solicitous for the honor of your colleagues...”

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Berakhot page 28a

2. The Words of Ben Azzai

He [Ben Azzai] used to say:

Despise no man

and deem nothing impossible,
For there is not a man that has not his hour,
And there is not a thing that has not its place.

Mishna, Tractate Aboth, chapter 4 mishna 3

3. Another Saying of Rabbi Eliezer
“Let your comrade’s honor
be as important to you as your own”
In what way?
This teaches us that just as one views his own honor,
thus is he to view that of his comrade,
And just as no one wants his own honor to be
besmirched,

thus is he to want not to besmirch the honor of his
fellow man.

Rabbi Nathan's Ethics of the Fathers, ch. 15




The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly
Man

Our Rabbis have taught:
A man should always be gentle as the reed
and never unyielding as the cedar.
Once Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar
was coming from Migdal Gedor,
from the house of his teacher,
and he was riding leisurely on his donkey
by the riverside,
and was feeling elated,
since he had studied much Torah.
There chanced to meet upon him an exceedingly ugly
man.
He [that man] greeted him:
“Peace be with you, Rabbi.”
He, however, did not return his salutations,
but instead said to him:
“Good for nothing!
Are all your fellow citizens as ugly as you are?”
The man replied:
“Go and tell the craftsman who made me:
‘How ugly is the vessel which you have made!”
When Rabbi Simeon realized that he had done wrong,
he dismounted from the donkey
prostrated himself before the man, and said to him:
“l submit myself to you, forgive me.”
The man replied:
“I will not forgive you
until you go to the craftsman who made me
and say to him:
‘How ugly is the vessel which you have made!™.

He [Rabbi Simeon] walked behind him
until he reached his native city.
When his fellow-citizens came out to meet him,
greeting him with the words:
“Peace be with you, Rabbi!”,
The man asked them:
“Whom are you addressing thus?”
They replied:
“The man who is walking behind you.”

10



He said:
“If this man is a rabbi,
may there not be any more like him in Israel.”
The people said:
“God forbid! What has he done to you?”
He replied:
“Such and such a thing has he done to me.”
They said to him:
“Nevertheless, forgive him.”
The man replied:
“I will forgive him,
but only on the condition that
he does not act in the same manner in the future.”
Soon after this Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar entered
[the Beit Midrash] and expounded thus:
“A man should always be gentle as a reed
and let him never be unyielding as the cedar.”

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Taamit pages 20a-b
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Rabbi Meir and the Woman

Rabbi Meir used to deliver a sermon

at the synagogue at Hammata every Shabbat eve.
There was one woman there, who used to listen to him
speak.
Once the sermon took longer than usual.
The woman left,

and when she wanted to enter her house,

she saw that the light had gone out.
Her husband asked her:

“Where have you been?”
She said:

“Listening to a sermon.”
He retorted:

“I swear that you will no longer enter my house

until you go and spit in the face of that teacher.”
Rabbi Meir observed this with the aid of Divine inspiration
and [on another Shabbat] pretended to have a pain in his
eve.
He said:

“Any woman who knows how to cure eyes by charming
them may come and perform her charms.”
The woman’s neighbors said to her:

“Here, now the time for you to return home has
arrived.

Pretend to perform charms, and spit in his eye.”
She came to him.
He said to her:

“Do you know how to charm an eye?”
Fear of him having fallen upon her, she said: “No.”
He said to her:

“Spit on my eye seven times, and I shall be healed”

After she spat, he said to her:
“Tell your husband:
*You told me to spit once,
but | spat seven times!”
Rabbi Meir's students said to him:
“Rabbi, in this fashion the Torah is being ridiculed!
If you had told us,
wouldn’t we have come to him [the husband]
and chastised him at the stock,
and brought him and his wife together once again?

12



He said to them:
“Is Rabbi Meir’s honor greater than that of his Creator?
Now if the Torah decrees that the Ineffable Name,
which is inscribed in sanctity,
is to be powdered into the water
in order to restore peace between a husband and his
wife,*
is that not that much truer of the honor of Meir?’

The Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Sotah, Ch. 1,
Halacha 4

* This is a reference to the fact that while there is a prohibition

on erasing the name of God, in the case of a Seta it is part of
the procedure to bring peace between husband and wife (see
Numbers 5:1131, especially verse 23).

13



Aharon, Lover and Pursuer of Peace

In the case of two people who quarreled with each other,
Aaron went and sat with the one, and said to him:

“My son, see what your friend is doing — he beats at
his heart

and tears his garments, saying:

‘Woe is me,

how can | lift up my eyes and look at my friend!

| am embarrassed before him,

for 1 was the guilty party in our quarrel.
Aaron sat with him

until he removed all jealousy from his heart.
Then he went and sat with the other, and said to him:

“My son, see what your friend is doing —

he beats his heart

and tears his garments, saying:

‘Woe is me,

how can | fift up my eyes and look at my friend!

| am embarrassed before him,

for | was the quilty party in our quarrel.”
Aaron sat with him

until he removed all jealousy from his heart.
And when the two of them met,

they embraced and kissed one another.

b2

Rabbi Nathan’s Ethics of the Fathers, 12:3
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The Irritating Wife

Rab’s wife would irritate him [constantly].
When he told her: “Cook me lentils,”

she would make him chick peas.
When he told her: “Cook me chickpeas,”

she would make him lentils.
When Hiyyah, his son, grew up,

he would reverse his father’s words to his mother.
Rab said to his son:

“Your mother has changed for the better!”
Said [Hiyyah]:

“It was | who reversed your words [to her].”
He [Rab] said to him:

“This is why people say:

‘one’s offspring teach one wisdom.’

Nonetheless, you should not act thus,

as it is said (Jeremiah 9:4):

‘They have taught their tongue to speak lies,

they weary themselves to commit iniquity.”

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yebamoth page 63a




The Roman Stadium

One should not go to stadiums
because [they are] “the seat of the scomful” (Psalms,
1:1).
But Rabbi Nathan permits it, for two reasons:
First, because by shouting one may save [the victim];
Second, because one might be able to give evidence
[of death] for the wife [of a victim]
and so enable her to remarry.

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Abodah Zara page 18b
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Eight Levels of Tzedaka

Following is the translation of the full source from
Maimonides.

There are eight degrees of charity,

each one higher than the one before:
The highest degree of all— one who assists a Jew who
has fallen,

giving him a present or a loan,

or going into partnership with him,

or finding him a job

in order to strengthen him

that he need not beg of others.
The Torah says of this (Leviticus 25:35):

“...then you shall uphold him,

as a stranger and a resident,

and he shall live with you” —

in other words, uphold him,

lest he fall and be in need.

A lesser degree than that — one who gives charity to the
poor

without knowing to whom he has given

and without the poor man knowing from whom he has
received;
for this is performing the commandment for its own sake,

like the Bureau of Secrecy

which existed in the Holy Temple,

where the upright would give secretly

and the poor of good family

would make their livelihood from it in secrecy.
Similar to this is one who puts his donation into a charity
box,

but one must not do so

unless he knows that the person in charge is reliable
and wise,

and knows how to administer it properly

like Rabbi Hananiah Ben-Teradion.
A lesser degree than that — one who knows to whom he
1s giving,

but the poor man does not know

from whom he has received,
just like the greatest of our Sages

who used to go secretly

and place their donations at the doorways of the poor.

17



It is good to act thus,
and it is especially good,
if those in charge of administering the charity
are not upright.

A still lesser degree — the poor man knows from whom
he has received a donation,

though the giver does not know to whom he has given,
like the greatest of our Sages

who would tie up their coins in cloths

and drop them behind them,

so that the poor could come and pick them up

without being shamed.
A still lesser degree — One who hands a donation

before the poor man asks for it.

A still lesser degree than that —
One who gives after the poor man asks.

An even lesser degree — one who gives less than is
fitting,

but does so with good cheer.
An even lesser degree — one who gives sadly.

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, The Rules of Giving to
the Poverty-Stricken, chapter 10

18
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The Seven Levels of Tzedaka of Rabbi
Moshe Ben Yaakov of Couci

He who gives charity to the poor unwillingly
has lost all merit,
even if he gives a great deal.

Better than that is
he who gives even a single small coin willingly.

There is yet a third level better than the previous two:
one who hands a suitable amount to the poor man,
and does so willingly.

There is yet a fourth level, better than those three:
one who gives a suitable amount to the poor man
before he has asked.

There is a fifth level, better than those four:...

One who wraps up the coins in his handkerchief
and throws it behind him,

so that the poor may come and pick it up.

He who has given —

does not know to whom he has given,

and the poor man does not feel so ashamed.

There is a sixth level, better than the previous five...
One who casts the coins behind the door
by means of a hollow pipe
so that the poor man
has no idea from whom he has received this gift.

And there is a seventh level, as well, better than all the
rest:

He who puts the money into a charity box

so that giver doesn’t know

to whom he has given,

whereas he who receives it

doesn’t know from whom he has received it.

Sefer Mitzvot Ha-Gadol, Mitzva 162
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On One’s Obligation to Assist

It is an affirmative rabbinical injunction
to visit the il
and to comfort the mourners
to escort the dead,
to finance a bride,
to accompany one’s guests,
And to care for the burial requirements,
to bear the bier on one’s shoulder
and to walk before it,
to eulogise,
to dig the grave
and to perform the burial,
And likewise, to gladden the bride and the groom
and to assist them with all their needs — These acts
are all acts of kindnesses (gemilut hasadim),
and they have no set measure.
Despite the fact that all these injunctions are rabbinic,
they are included in
“And you shall love your neighbor like yourself” (Lev.
19:18).
All the things you would have others do for you,
[vou] do for your brother-in-Torah-and-its-injunctions.

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah,
Rules of Mouming,Chapter 14, Halacha 1
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Good Qualities and Bad Qualities

Every human being has positive sides and negative sides,
and in every human contact

they influence and affect other human beings

in both the positive and the negative aspects.
This influence happens unintentionally and unwittingly,

just as nature influences without meaning to do so.
To the extent that human beings meet,

and touch one another in their positive sides,

they awaken in each other — or even create anew —
positive emotions and instincts.
And the opposite is also true:

by clashing with one another

people increase or create

negative emotions and instincts.
In this respect,

whatever we seek in a new communal life,

in new ways of life,

is to structure it in such a way

that the members of the community

would touch and influence one another

in their positive aspects.
This is the family spirit,

or family pattern,

of kibbutz life.

The Works of A.D. Gordon, Book |, p.457
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How Does One Dance Before the Bride?

How Does One Dance Before the Bride?
Our Rabbis taught: How does one dance before the bride?

[i.e. what does one sing or recite?]
Beit Shammai say: “The bride as she is.”
And Beit Hillel say: “Beautiful and graceful bride.”
Beit Shammai said to Beit Hillel:
“If she is lame or blind, should one say of her:
‘Beautiful and graceful bride™?
For the Torah says (Exodus 23:7):
‘Keep thee far from a false matter.”

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Ketubot page 16b
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ON THE PERSONALITIES AND BOOKS
MENTIONED IN THIS UNIT

Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel — two batei midrash
(houses of Torah study) which existed in the Land of
Israel in the last generations of the Second Temple era
and the first generations after the destruction of the
Temple. Beit Hillel adopted the approach of Hillel the
Elder, who was known as modest and lenient, whereas
Beit Shammai went according to the approach of
Shammai, who was known as strict and severe. We know
of about 300 cases in which there were differences of
opinion between the two houses, in both halakhic and in
philosophical issues. The above source is a classical
example of such a dissention. In most cases, halakhah was
ruled according to Beit Hillel

Rabban Gamaliel (of Yavneh) — the president of the
Sanhedrin of Yavneh in the years after the destruction
of the Second Temple, and a great leader of the Jewish
people at a very difficult time in its history, strove to unite
the people around one spiritual center and one
Halakhah which would be as unified as possible, and
fought for it with all his might.

Rabbi Yehoshua (Ben Hananva) — One of the
greater Tannaim of the second generation, one of the
chief students of Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai. Served as
the head of the Sanhedrin, alongside Rabban Gamaliel,
spoke many languages and had a good knowledge of
mathematics and astronomy, was wont to hold discussions
with gentile wisemen, and thus became the symbol of the
sharp-witted wise man, who knows how to counter his
opponents.

Rabbi Eliezer (Ben Hyrcanus) — A Tanna of the
second generation, the first and most important disciple of
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai. He and Rabbi Yehoshua
Ben Hananya were considered the most prominent figures
in the generation prior to the destruction of the Temple.
Was adamant in his views, and in cases of differences of
opinion, did not yield to majority opinion — which brought
about his excommunication. Only when he was about to
die did his disciples and friends dare break the
excommunication and come to visit him. Rabbi Akiba was
among his disciples.

23



(Shimon) Ben Azzai — A Tanna of the third
generation, a disciple of Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Hananya,
friend-and-disciple of Rabbi Akiba. Was known for his
diligence in learning Torah. Was not ordained as a rabbi,
and therefore is known as “Ben Azzai,” rather than
“Rabbi Shimon”. He never married, and died young. Was
also known for his fear of God and his piety, and he
studied mysticism.

Rabbi Shimon Ben Elazar — a Tanma of the fifth
generation, the most distinguished disciple, and servant, of
Rabbi Meir. Was renowned in Halakha, Aggadah, and
his homilies.

Rabbi Meir — The greatest Tanna of the fourth
generation, the most prominent student of Rabbi Akiva,
and one of those who helped strengthen Torah in the
difficult times following the Bar Kokhba rebellion. Studied
also under Rabbi Yishmael and others. Served as the Sage
of the town of Usha, but differences of opinion forced him
to go to exile, where he died. Had a great share in
establishing the order of the Mishma. Had a very sharp
mind, and was also known for his homilies and
midrashim.

Rab — The first and greatest Amora of Babylon. One of
the founders of the yeshiva of Sura, which continued to
exist for another 800 years after his death. His moving
from Eretz Yisrael to Babylon marked the beginning of
a new era in Jewish history: it resulted in spreading Torah
in Babylon, and set the foundations for the ramified
spiritual leamning and literature which was created there.
Was renowned in both Halakhah and Aggadah.

Rabbi Nathan — A Tanna of the fourth generation,
son of the Head of the Golah in Babylon, who came to
Eretz Israel and fulfilled an important role in the
Sanhendrin. Studied under Rabbi Eliezer Ben Hyrcanos,
Rabbi Tarfon, Rabbi Yishmael, and others. Mentioned a
few times in the Mishna and many times — in the
Baraitot, the Tosefta and the Midrash. Wrote the
midrash Aboth d’Rabbi Nathan.
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Maimonides (Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon,
Rambam) — The greatest Jewish scholar in the Middle
Ages, and probably of all times. Was born in Cordoba,
Spain, in 1135, and lived mostly in Egypt. Had a vast
knowledge in all fields of Jewish knowledge, as well as in
mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, and medicine —
which he also practiced, as the personal doctor of the
Sultan of Egypt. Was the leader of Egyptian Jewry, but
had contacts with Jews throughout the Diaspora, and was
considered the spiritual leader of all Jews. His three
monumental books are: his Commentary on the
Mishnah, Mishneh Torah (also known as Yad
Ha’hazaka; see below), and The Guide to the
Perplexed.

Mishneh Torah — In this book Maimonides brings,
succinctly and according to topics, all the Halakhot
which were known at his time: from the Mishnah, the
Babylonian Talmud, the Jerusalem Talmud, the
Geonitica, etc. The book is divided into 14 volumes,
and is therefore also known as “Yad Ha’hazaka” (the
gimmatria of the letters in the Hebrew word, “hand”,
being 14).

Rabbi Moshe Ben Yaacov of Couci — Lived in
France in the 13th century. Was a wandering homilist,
beseeching the Jews to observe the mitzvot. Wrote an
important halakhic book, Sefer Mitzvot Ha'gadol
(known, in its initials, as the SMAG), which is largely
based on Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah, to which the
author added sources from the Talmudxc literature and
from halakhic sources from contemporary Germany and
France. The book had a great influence on many
generation of Torah scholars in Europe. It is divided into
two parts: positive commandments, and prohibﬁory
commandments.

Aharon David Gordon — 1856-1922, a writer and
spiritual leader of the halutzim movement. Professed
settling the Land of Israel, and cultivating the land; his
philosophy is known as “the Religion of Labor.” Born in
Russia, he emigrated to Eretz Yisrael at a relatively old
age (48), and worked as a hand in a kibbutz.
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Student Activities




Activity - “Who Is A Friend?”

1. Following is a list of people.
A member of your family

A Jew in your country

A resident of a foreign country

A close friend

A Jew in Isreel

A Jew> in another country

A classmate

A resident of your country

A person who seeks to Aharm you
A club memb&

A resident of a hostile country

Classify these people:

Friends

Non-friends




2. The circles below represent different kinds of relationships you may\ have. with other
people. Place the people you classified as “friends” in the circles, according to how
close they are to you.




Activity - “Between People”: The Ways People Behave |

1. List various ways in which people treat each other
(e.g. help, ignore, listen, etc.):

2. Summary Questions: , .
a. Based on what we have studied so far, what is the meaning of the concept “friend™

b. What does the concept “between people” (17an® o 7"3) mean?




Activity - “My Friends and I” - A Questionnaire

1. How would you like to be treated by your friends?

2. How would you not like to be treated by your friends?

3. Choose the three attitudes towards other people, which you think are most widespread in
society:

encouraging o being faithful - @ understanding . causing others to fail
helping ® gossiping ® caring ® insulting ® looking down on others ® envying
pitying . trusting @ flattering . listening ®  being hypocritical
instiling confidence @ being distant ® ignoring ® rejecting ® underestimating




Activity - Actions and Values in the story “A Disciple’s Question”

Read: A Disciple’s Question”
Questions:

1. How did Rabbi Joshua behave?

2. How did Rabban Gamaliel behave?

3. How did the disciple behave?

4. Write down all the interactions between people described in this story.




Activity - The Values That Guided The Heroes of the Story
“A Disciple’s Question”.

A. Complete the chart: Which values guided the behavior of each of the characters in this
story?

Values which guided Values which were
behavior set aside
Rabban Gamaliel
Rabbi Joshua -
The Disciple

B. Think: What other options did each of the characters have? What values would have
guided them had they behaved differently?




Activity - The Values That Guided the Sages in their Enactments.

Questions:

1. Which values did the Sages affirm in each of the enactments described, and which
ones did they waive?

Values that Values which

guided the Sages they waived
Enactment 1
Enactment 2
Enactment 3

2. Do you find these Rabbinic enactments satisfactory? Explain.

Enactment 1




Enactment 2

Enactment 3

3. Would you have liked to make up different regulations for the same purposes?

Enactment 1

Enactment 2

Enactment 3




Activity - Three Rabbinic Sayings Regarding Respect for One’s Fellow
Man

Read: Three Rabbinic Sayings Regarding Respect for One’s Fellow Man

Questions:

1. Why respect our fellow man?

How does each one of the sages answer this question?
Complete the following chart:

Rabbi Eliezer says:
Respect your fellow-man

because

Ben Azzai says:
Despise no man

because

Rabbi Eliezer says:
Honor your comrade
and do not put him down

because

2. Which of tﬁe views do you agree with? Explain.




Activity - The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly Man

Read the' first part of the story.

Questions:
1. What was the sin of Rabbi Simeon son of Rabbi Elazar?

2. How is it possible that a person who studied Torah would behave in such a manner?

Try to explain. (Suggestion: Try to reconstruct Rabbi Simeon’s thoughts and feelings
when he met the ugly man.)

3. What did the ugly man reply to Rabbi Simeon? Explain the meaning of his words.

4. What do you think about the ugly man’s reaction in this part of the story?
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Activity - The Story of Rabbi Simeon and the Ugly Man (Part 2)

Read the second part of the story:

Questions:

1. What was the value dilemma which stood before the ugly man? Fill in your response
on the following chart. :

versus

values values

2. What did the ugly man eventually do? What do you think about his-action?




Why were the townspeople so eager for the ugly man to forgive Rabbi Simeon? (There
is no one “right” answer to this question.)

After the ugly man granted forgiveness, how did the public view the actions of Rabbi
Simeon and the ugly man? Did they see things as they really were?

Is Rabbi Stmeon’s homily at the story’s end directed to himself? to the ugly man? to
both? Explain,

12
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Activity - Rabbi Meir and the Woman

Read the story: Rabbi Meir and the Woman

Questions:

1. In this story, why did the husband treat his wife as he did?

2. Think about the wife’s behavior: how did she feel towards her husband?

3. Why did Rabbi Meir pretend that he needed to be spat on?




4. Bring reasons for and against Rabbi Meir’s behavior.

For

Against

5. Rabbi Meir could have behaved differently:
a. What other options did he have?

b. What would have happened, had Rabbi Meir behaved differently?

14
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Activity - Aaron, Lover and Pursuer of Peace
Read the story: Aaron, Lover and Pursuer of Peace
Questions:

1. Prior to Aaron’s arrival, what relationship was there between the two people who
quarreled?

2. Were these two people capable of making up with each other before Aaron’s arrival?
Explain.

3. How did Aaron make peace between those two people?

4. Why did Aaron succeed in making peace between them?




5. Why did Aaron choose that particular approach?

6. Aaron acted in light of one value, and waived another. Which value guided his action?
Which value did he waive? What do you think of this?

7. Bearing this story and other stories in mind, try to think of other ways of making
peace between two quarreling parties, such as persuading, reprimanding, moderating,
setting a personal example, inviting parties to a talk, etc. What are the limitations of
each of these approaches? What price does one pay in choosing any one of them?

Possibility A:

Possibility B:

Possibility C:

16
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Activity - The Irritating Wife
Read the story: “The lrritating Wife”

Questions;

1. Why did the son decide to change his father's messages to his mother? Why do you
think he did not try to solve the problem?

2. What “necessary evil” did the son choose by behaving in this manner?

3. Why did the son decide to reveal his actions to his father only when théf father praised
the mother? Why didn’t he do so ‘before then?

4, What are the differences in opinion between father and son? Which value does each
one of them consider central?




Activity - The Roman Stadium

Read the story: “The Roman Stadium”

Questions:
1. Why did the Sages forbid going to the stadium?

2. Do you agree with them? Explain.

3. Why did Rabbi Nathan permit going to the stadium?

4. Suppose the Sages took Rabbi Nathan's opinion into consideration and still objected to
it. Why would they have retained their objection?

18
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Suppose Rabbi Nathan took the Sages’ opinion into account, and still objected to it.
Why would he have retained his objection?

Sometimes a person is able to help a friend, but it is not worthwhile to intervene,
Bring examples.

Sometimes intervention may be negative. Bring examples.




Help and Charity

Activity - A Conversation Between Two People

A group of Jewish youths decided to help the sick.
They placed the following advertisement in the newspaper:

ASSISTANCE FOR THE SICK
14 Charity Street

He who helps others —
helps himself

We are a group of young people
whose aim is to help the sick.

We:

— visit the sick in hospitals and private residences

— give them books, newspapers and gifts

— help them receive loans and get medical equipment

We appeal to each and every one of you:
Please contribute to this important project!
The sick cannot help themselves;

They need your help!

20
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Two friends, Eliezer and Benjamin, read the advertisement in the paper. The following
conversation took place between them:

Eliezer:

Benjamin:

Eliezer:

Benjamin:

Eliezer:

Benjamin:

Eliezer: .

Benjamin:

Eliezer:

Benjamin:

Eliezer:

Benjamin:

Eliezer:

I don't agree with this ad.

Why?

I pay government taxes. Why doesn’t the government take care of the sick?
It's their responsibility!

But the government cannot do everything.

The Ministry of Health takes care of sick people. There is no need for
additional organizations for helping the sick.

But most of the sick people suffer very much. They may not have the money
for medicine and medical equipment. The Ministry of Health can’t supply
everything!

Alright. I don’t want to argue. Here is some money, donate it on my behalf.
Thanks for the money, but money is not enough.

Why not? Didn’t you say that the sick need money?

Yes, we should give money, but we should also visit the sick. We should help
them.

And what will the hospital workers do?

You don’t understand: the government can give money; it can employ people
to treat the sick. But the sick need love, too. And the state cannot give love!
Aren’t you over-doing it a bit? First you asked me to give money — so I gave.
Then you told me to help the sick — and | may agree to that, too. But now

you also want me to love them! | dont know these people, so how can I love
them? Isn't that asking for too much?




Write the arguments for and against helping your fellow man:

For

Against

22
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Activity - Eight Levels of Tzedaka

Following. are eight work-cards, each containing a different level of tzedaka, according to
Maimonides. Cut and paste them (or copy their contents) on to the following page, in
descending order, with the highest level of tzedaka at the top of the page and the lowest

level of tzedaka at the bottom.

1. Donor and recipient know one another.
Donor gives only after the recipient has
asked for help, but willingly.

. The donor and recipient know one

another, the donor gives willingly even
before the recipient has to ask.

2. The recipient knows who gave, but the
donor does not know who received.
This is given willingly.

. The donor gives willingly, but he and

the recipient do not know one another.

3. A loan, a grant, an offer of partnership
or a job are provided, so that the
recipient won’t need help in the future.

. The donor gives willingly, and he and

the recipient know each another.

4. The donor and recipient know one
another, and the gift is not given
willingly.

. The donor gives willingly, and he knows

the recipient but the recipient does not
know him.
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Activity - The Seven Levels of Tzedaka of Rabbi Moshe Ben Yaakov
of Couci

ARead: The Seven Levels of Tzedaka of Rabbi Moshe Ben Yaakov of Couci

Questions:

1. Compare the seven degrees of charity, according to Rabbi Moshe ben Yaakov of

Couci, with the eight degrees of charity according to Maimonides. Phrase them in your
own words. '

Moshe Ben Yaakob

Maimonid
of Couci onides

2. Explain the difference between the two approaches.




Activity - On One’s Obligation to Assist

Read: On One’s Obligation to Assist

Questions:

1. According to the Sages, what deeds are we obligated to do?

2. Think about additional “duties” or mitzvet between people which, you think, are
incumbent upon the community in which you live. Think about things in the spirit of
Maimonides’ words; bring examples which are not mentioned in the source.

3. What is “kindness” (gemilat hasadim)?

4. Consider the following: according to this source, good deeds are obligatory; that is to

say, one cannot choose whether or not to perform them. Why? What do you think
about this?

5. The Sages command us to do good deeds. In what ways and n what areas do they
leave us room to choose and decide?
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Activity - Good Qualities and Bad Qualities
Read: Good Qualities and Bad Qualities

Questions:

1. According to Gordon, what happens between human beings who come in contact with
each other?

2. Do you agree with him?

3. Why, according to Gordon, can the good human qx;alities be enhanced by kibbutz life?




4. Where else do good human qualities manifest themselves?

5. Compare Gordon’s ideas with those of Maimonides: in what ways are they similar? In
what ways are they different?

28
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Activity - Charitable Organizations

Questions:

1. Describe the activities of the charitable organization which you visited, or in which you
were active.

2. What additional activities do volunteer organizations do?




Activity What Should We Do For Other People ?

1. List all the things that people do for people who are close to them and all the things
they do for those who are not close to them.

visit the sick

lend money

30
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Following is a drawing of concentric circles of human relationships (similar to that in
activity 1 ). In the innermost circle are the people closest to you, and in the external
circle — those who are most distant from you. Enter the actions which you are
obligated to perform for the sake of these people in their respective circles.




Activity - How Does One Dance Before the Bride?

Read the story: How Does One Dance Before the Bride

Questions:

1. Write the story in your own words.

2. What types of behavior are described in this story?

3. How did Beth Hillel make brides happy on their wedding day? Do you think it was
right?

4, What did Beit Shammai think of this matter?
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What values guided Beit Hillel and what values guided Beit Shammai?

This story has no ending. Write an interesting ending, which relates to the problems raised
by this text.

Write a short story dealing with a problem similar to the one raised by this text.
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